PEMBROKESHIRE RAMBLERS

MINUTES OF THE 6th AREA AGM

Held at the Cricket Club Haverfordwest on Saturday 20th November 2010.at 11.45 am
In Attendance:

Madeleine Bland (Chair)

Graham Morgan (Treasurer)

Jill Eaton-Evans (Secretary)

Mike Phippard (Footpath Officer)

Vanessa Halliwell (Walks Coordinator)

Karen Durham (Membership Secretary/Walks Coordinator)

George Allingham

Jeanette Allingham

Tony Weake

General Members as per attached attendance list – 29 members attended

Helen Lloyd Jones – Chairperson Ramblers Cymru

Rob Hanna – Development Officer Ramblers Cymru

Apologies:

Daphne Morgan

Chris Morris

The minutes of the last Area AGM held on the 14th November 2009 had been circulated.
Matters Arising:

There were no matters arising and the Minutes were accepted. Proposed: Tony Weake, Seconded: Janette Allingham.

Chairman’s Report: See attached

Treasurer’s Report: See attached. A brief explanation of the accounts was given by the Treasurer. No money had been received from Ramblers Headquarters. Bank interest was £1.60. £10 was a contribution to a leaving present for Beverly Penny at Ramblers Cymru.

Footpath Officer’s Report: Information had been provided in the Pembrokeshire Group report. See attached.

Election of Officers:

The election of officers is the same as for the Group.
Appointment of Auditor:

David Bowen, Winch Lane, Haverfordwest was appointed again. 

Any Other Business:

Helen Lloyd-Jones, Chair of Ramblers Cymru and Trustee of Ramblers addressed the meeting.  She updated the members on the work of Ramblers Cymru. Since 2002, Ramblers membership numbers had declined. However in Wales, after a decline, membership numbers were increasing. It was suggested that a good Christmas present was a  Ramblers membership possibly using the Tesco club-points scheme. The Pembrokeshire Group baton walk had made the home page of the Ramblers newsletter and the group was thanked for their public relations effort on TV in September. The Offas Dyke National Trail would be having a celebration week from the 10th July 2011 and members of the East Radnor Group might lead walks for other Ramblers’ Groups in this area. Financially Ramblers were in a much better state and it was now possible to request funds from Ramblers Headquarters. On the 16th November 2010 at the Senedd in Cardiff, Ramblers Cymru had celebrated the 75 years of Ramblers and 40 years of Ramblers Cymru. Helen had brought with her some of the birthday cake for members to share. Helen thanked Rob Hanna for his work in developing new partnerships. Helen encouraged everyone to keep walking, enjoy and thanked all for helping keep footpaths open.

Rob Hanna, Development Officer, Ramblers Cymru thanked the committee for inviting him to this AGM. He had enjoyed a walk with the group at Castlemartin earlier in the year for, not just the walking, but also the discussion on the geology and archaeology of the area. These aspects enriched the walking experience. The Ramblers Cymru had been engaged in the following activities:
January: 
Providing opportunities for recent graduates to get work experience (3 placements supported by GO Wales and CCW)

 

February:
Launched social media channels (Twitter, Flickr and facebook – links on our web page http://www.ramblers.org.uk/wales)

 

March: 
Published research into effectiveness of the RoWIPs in Wales (report can be viewed/downloaded in English and Welsh - http://www.ramblers.org.uk/wales/Our+work/access/walesincreasingaccess)

 

April: 
Meeting with Minister for Rural Affairs to ensure the new land management scheme Glastir delivers on its public access promise

 

May:  

Published research into effectiveness of the guided walks in Wales

 

June:  
Hay Book festival eTrails walk with new Chair of the Countryside Council for Wales

 

July:  
Signed Memorandum of understanding with Countryside council for Wales to ensure a closer working in delivery on the Welsh Assembly’s Governments ‘One Wales Plan’

 

August:
Completed Training pilot with LANRA , CCW and Monmouthshire CC for volunteers to get expert training in practical skills

 

September: 
Launched eTrails with Peoples Collection Wales 

 

October: 
Launched pilot of new Training initiative with Plas y Brenin for members in Wales (Details will be posted on Website soon)

 

Nov:  
Senedd event Hosted by Minister for Budget and Business we have 24 Assembly Members and two ministers attending with 17 partners organisation

 

December:
Launching Manifesto for Walking in Wales

The Chairman thanked Rob Hanna for his report and for attending the meeting. Chris Taylor commented that he was positive about improving ROW under Glastir. . Neil Bland wanted the economic value of walking to the Welsh economy to be estimated taking as many factors as possible into account. Tourism was set to grow in Wales and could be the driver of increased employment in Wales.

As an acknowledgement of her work as Chairman of Pembrokeshire Group and Area, Madeleine Bland was presented with a bouquet of flowers by the new Chairman, George Allingham.

The meeting closed at 12.30 pm
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